
 
 

Elsanor Elementary School 
August 7, 2020 

 
 
Dear Elsanor Family, 
Teachers are back on campus getting everything ready to welcome our students on August 12!  
This year we will implement new protocols and start a new way of going through our school day. There will be 
many changes. Please understand that these changes are being made for the safety of our students and staff.  
-Backpacks and lunchboxes are allowed, as usual. 
-We will not have birthday special snack until further notice, but the teacher will celebrate that child’s day!! 
-Uniform policy is the same as last year. It has not been relaxed, as was rumored. 
 
 
I know you all are having to make some difficult decisions regarding the upcoming school year. Please know 
that we are here for you and we understand completely and we are doing our best to make sure our students 
are in the safest learning environment possible. 
 
I would like to share some of the things we will be doing specifically at Elsanor Elementary to face the 
challenge of COVID-19.  
 
Thermal Cameras: We have Thermal Cameras installed to take the temperatures of students as they arrive at 
school. We will have one Thermal Camera in the front lobby to monitor the temperature of students who 
enter through that door. Car line students who arrive from 7:15- 7:30 will exit their vehicle at our West Wing 
building and travel through that building, where another thermal camera will screen them. Our third camera 
will be at the entrance to our South Side building. These cameras will monitor students throughout the day as 
they come and go through these buildings.  
 
Water Fountains: We are currently working on getting water filling stations rather than students using the 
water fountains. In the meantime, we are allowing students to bring bottled water and/or water bottles. We 
currently have a water filling station in the main hall. Students may use the water fountains as a station to 
refill their water bottles. Therefore, no student’s mouth should be on the water fountains, thus limiting the 
opportunity to spread germs. Water fountains will also be sanitized multiple times during the day.  
 
Masks: We are following Governor Ivey’s orders regarding masks. Students in grades PreK, K and 1 will not be 
required to wear masks. Students that have a 504 plan and/or Healthcare Plan or an IEP will be looked at on 
an individual basis. We will certainly work with our parents and students to meet specific needs…no worries. 
 
Seating in Cafeteria and Gym: We have squares on the gym flooring that allows for social distancing. In the 
cafeteria, only half of our classes will eat in the cafeteria on a given day. The other half will eat in their 
classrooms. Cafeteria seats will be marked to allow for social distancing. Only employees will be allowed to 
wipe down tables, etc. The cafeteria tables/seats will be sanitized after each wave to ensure that the next 
grade level has a clean eating area. 
 
Visitors: Visitors will be allowed on campus by appointment only. Only parents who need to Register or 
Withdraw their child will be allowed inside. We ask that you call our front office at 947-5401 to make an 
appointment. If you need to drop off something of great importance (example: jacket, project) to your child, 
you may let the front office employees know at the front buzzer and we will have an area for you to drop off 



the item. We will get the item to the student. This greatly limits the opportunity for someone to bring illness 
into the school. At this time, we will not be able to hold special events such as Grandparent’s Day, Open 
House, etc. We hope that these events can be re-scheduled at an appropriate time.  
-Bringing a lunchbox to the front door for your child that forgot it is allowed.  
-We are not allowing outside food for birthdays to be brought in until further notice.  
 
Outside Organizations: We are not allowing anyone to practice or hold classes on our campus at this time (ex: 
Fishers of Men). The only program we will offer is our After-School Program. They will have specific guidelines 
to follow as well.  
 
Sanitizing/Cleaning: Our top priority is keeping our campus as sanitized and clean as possible. We have always 
made this a common practice, but now we have heightened our attention to specific sanitation guidelines 
related to COVID-19. Our facility (which includes bathrooms, classrooms, cafeteria, gym, etc.) will be cleaned 
multiple times a day. We have special equipment being provided by the county to sanitize classrooms and 
other high traffic areas as quickly and frequently as possible. 
 

 
 

This year will be like no other. Please have patience with us and we partner together to navigate this new way 
of life. There will be protocols in place that keep visitors out but remember that limits your child’s exposure.  
We are doing everything we can possibly do to do protect your child, but we know that there is no way we can 
promise you that he/she won’t get ill. Options for learning, instead of our traditional brick and mortar include 
private/parochial schools, Virtual School (if it opens back up in the future), and Home School. 
 
Please also be advised that teachers will be recording/live streaming their lessons from time to time.  
Any recording will be available to students enrolled in their class. This is intended to supplement the 
classroom experience.  Students are expected to follow appropriate school system and campus-wide policies 
and maintain the security of passwords used to access classroom recordings.  Live streaming and recordings 
may not be captured or reproduced, shared with those not in the class, or uploaded to other online 
environments.  Doing so would be a breach of the Baldwin County Public School System’s Acceptable Use 
Policy.  If an administrator or teacher plan to use any recordings, beyond the classroom environment, students 
identifiable in the recordings will either be de-identified or will be notified prior to in order to obtain proper 
consent prior to such use.   
 
 
Thank you for all of your kind words and support during this difficult time. We are here for you and promise to 
do all we can to ensure your child’s safety and well-being while on our campus.  
 
Charlotte Koen 
Principal 


